
Overall, Canadians appear to 
enter the housing market with 
both eyes open, doing extensive 
research before they purchase, 
and then are diligent in their 
mortgage management following 
their purchase. After all, as Pierre 
Serré, Vice President, Insurance 
Product and Business Development 
at CMHC noted, “Buying a home 
is one of the biggest financial 
decisions most Canadians will make 
in their lifetimes.”

The survey showed that Canadians 
take, on average, 11 months to 
plan their purchase, and 88 percent 
of homebuyers indicated they 
had a good sense of how much 
mortgage they could afford before 
purchasing a home.

Throughout your own buying and 
selling experiences, it’s important 
to remember that a real 
estate sales representative 
is more than just someone 
who hammers a “for sale” 
sign in the lawn for 
you. A real estate 
sales representative 
works alongside 
you to ensure 

that you completely understand, 
and are comfortable with, every 
step in the real estate process. This 
includes important discussions on 
finances, to ensuring the properties 
you view include everything on 
your “wish” list, from location to 
type of home and property size to, 
of course, affordability.

Whether you have questions 
about your own moving plans, or 
questions on the real estate climate 
in a specific area, please remember 
that you can call at any time for 
a discussion and advice, with 
absolutely no obligation.
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The Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) provided 

some interesting — and positive! — insight into the way Canadian 

mortgage holders view their mortgage obligations, according to the 

CMHC 2011 Mortgage Consumer Survey.

Congratulations, 
Mortgage-Savvy Canadians!
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Greetings! You are receiving this
newsletter with hopes that you
find it informative and entertaining.

If you are thinking of making a
move, or are just curious as to real
estate trends in your area, please feel
free to call at any time.  It’s always
good to hear from you!

All the best,

Jill Johnson
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It’s a new season; your tastes have changed; 

you and your significant other are moving 

in together. There are many reasons why 

you might want to change the look of a 

room — or rooms — in your home. But if budgetary 

concerns are keeping you from doing so, you’ll find 

solutions here. Giving a room a new look doesn’t have 

to cost a lot of money — or any money at all. Here’s 

how to do it on a shoestring.
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Roll With It  
Paint is one of the easiest, least expensive ways to 
breathe new life into your décor. Change a room’s color 
and you not only change its look, you change its vibe. 
Large rooms feel cozier when painted in darker shades; 
bright rooms feel more calming when painted in cool 
hues, like marine greens and blues. But there are many 
more applications for paint than just changing wall 
color. Use paint with stencils to create faux finishes, 
or paint, well, just about anything: bookcases, tables, 
lamps, and even floors. Check local retailers for mis-
mixed paints, which you can pick up at a fraction of 
their original cost.

Change of Plans 
If you’re like most people, your floor plan is arranged 
in such a way that all of your furniture is pushed back 
flush against your walls. Such a layout can look a bit 
sterile, so try bringing your furniture out from the 
room’s perimeter, and placing pieces on the diagonal — 
this can lend rooms a sense of movement, taking them 
from dull to dynamic. Also, experiment with groupings 
of furniture, creating different “zones” that serve 
different functions — a reading nook and a TV-watching 
area, for example. Changing your floor plan might make 
you break a sweat, but it certainly won’t break the bank.  

It’s the Little Things 
Rugs, pillows, artwork, picture frames, lamps, vases — 
easy to move around, repositioning accessories are a 
great way to revamp a room. Rearrange your accessories 
or rotate them so only some of them are out at any one 
time. Want to introduce a theme into a room or change 
one that’s already there? Accessories are a great way to 
do so — limiting your thematic expression to accessories 
helps to avoid overkill and allows you to easily and 
inexpensively change your theme when you tire of it.

A Shift in Focus 
Interior designers will tell you every room should have 
a focal point, a place for the eye to rest. If your room 
doesn’t have a focal point, create one. To make it easier, 
some rooms have natural focal points: a fireplace, picture 
window, or wall of built-in shelving. If the room already 
has a focal point, you can shift it — from the TV to your 
big, fabulous painting or area rug, for example. Emphasize 
your new focal point by arranging your furniture around 
it, accenting it with lighting, accessorizing it, or painting 
the wall behind it a different color.

A New Look for Less
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